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Decolores! 
Beautiful servants, 
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a joyful New Year! This issue we will 
hear from Pastor Heather Apel, welcome past babe chicks, and highlight some 
of the key points of our website.  
Are you getting emailed updates? If you aren’t, please head to our website 
(www.inkyvdc.org) and click on the “Newsletter” tab. There’s a box there to 
enter your email address.  
Anyone who would like to contribute to the newsletter is very welcome! Please 
keep your submissions like our jokes: short, clean, and funny. Articles can be 
emailed to: news4inkyvdc@ymail.com. 
God loves you and so do we, 
Katy Gray & Chère Riedel 
 

Just for Laughs-Christmas version 
The Three Wise Men 
In a small, southern town in Texas there was a nativity scene. It showed great 
skill and talent had gone into creating it. One small feature stood out. The three 
wise men were wearing firemen’s helmets. Totally unable to come up with a 
reason or explanation, a visitor decided to ask a local what it meant. At a shop 
on the edge of town, he asked the lady behind the counter about the helmets. 
She exploded into a rage: ‘People these days never do read the Bible!’ The 
visitor assured her that he did, but simply couldn’t recall anything about firemen 
in the Bible. She jerked her Bible from behind the counter and ruffled through 
some pages, and finally jabbed her finger at a passage. Sticking it in his face she 
said, ‘See, it says right here, “The three wise man came from afar.”’  

 

http://www.inkyvdc.org/
mailto:news4inkyvdc@ymail.com
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The Twelve Days of Christmas 
 
This Christmas song is well known and especially fun to sing while trapped in the 
car with young people. Its origins have been debated for a number of years, but 
regardless of its origin, a number of Christians give the following meaning to the 
gifts. If you haven’t heard this explanation before, you might enjoy it.  
 
On the first day of Christmas, my true love gave to me… 
A partridge in a pear tree: Jesus 
 
On the second day of Christmas, my true love gave to me… 
Two turtle doves: The Old and New Testaments 
 
On the third day of Christmas, my true love gave to me… 
Three French hens: The three kings bearing gifts 
 
On the fourth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me… 
Four calling birds: The four Gospels 
 
On the fifth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me… 
Five golden rings: The Torah, the first five books of the Old Testament 
 
On the sixth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me… 
Six geese a-laying: The six days of Creation 
 
On the seventh day of Christmas, my true love gave to me… 
Seven swans a-swimming: Seven gifts of the Holy Spirit 
 
On the eighth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me… 
Eight maids a-milking: The eight Beatitudes 
 
On the ninth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me… 
Nine ladies dancing: Nine fruits of the Holy Spirit 
 
On the tenth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me… 
Ten lords a-leaping: The Ten Commandments 
 
On the eleventh day of Christmas, my true love gave to me… 
Eleven pipers piping: The eleven faithful Apostles 
 
On the twelfth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me… 
Twelve drummers drumming: The twelve points of the Apostles’ Creed  
 
To learn more about this song, visit: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Twelve_Days_of_Christmas_(song) 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inspiration 
From Pastor Heather Apel  
 

“For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s 
building.” -1 Corinthians 3:9 
 
Growing up, ours was the kind of family that went to church each week, sat in 
the same pew each time, and was very involved in the life of the congregation.  
As a child and teenager, I didn’t question this.  It was just the way it was.  Then I 
entered those freedom-filled college years and suddenly church wasn’t such a 
high priority for me.  I still believed in God, and occasionally read my Bible, but 
didn’t see the need to get up on Sunday mornings for worship.  I thought, “It’s 
me and God, and that’s all I need.” 
 
After about a year and a half of this self-sufficient kind of Christianity, I began to 
sense a void in my life.  Something was missing, and I couldn’t figure out what it 
was.  I finally made my way back to church, and realized that it was the sense of 
community – Christian community – that was lacking in my life. 
 
Over the years, I have been a part of many different kinds of Christian 
communities – different churches, Bible studies, service groups and 
prayer/reunion groups.  The Via de Cristo community has been a part of my own 
discipleship walk.  It has provided me with an even bigger family of God that 
stretches far beyond the walls of one church, and has shown me how Christian 
community connects us all. 
 
The verse from 1 Cor. 3:9 reminds me of the importance of being a part of God’s 
family – whether it is as a church, Bible study, prayer group or the Via de Cristo 
community.  God doesn’t exist underneath the church steeple – God exists 
within you and me.  I love the imagery of this verse, to think of what is means to 
be a follower of Christ.  We are God’s servants – called to work together for the 
mission of the Kingdom here on earth.  We are God’s field – the place where 
love, forgiveness and grace are harvested.  We are God’s building – the place 
where the Spirit lives, moves and dwells within us. 
 
It is important to stay connected to one another – to be held accountable by our 
fellow brothers and sisters in Christ – and to be supported by them in our daily 
life.  My husband and I have learned this lesson well since we moved to Indiana 
6+ years ago.  Our closest family members live hours away, but we have never 
felt alone.  It has been the family of God that we have met while living here, 
who have celebrated our joys, mourned our sorrows and sustained us in the 
difficult times. 
 
There is no self-sufficient Christian in Christianity. Rather together we are 
servants of God who make up God’s family, God’s kingdom, and God’s field.  
Amen.   
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars 
now for the 2013 
Weekend dates! 

 
Men’s South #69 

 Feb. 28th-March 3rd 
 

Women’s South #70 
March 7th-10th 

 
Men’s North #70 

Oct. 3rd-6th 
 

Women’s North #71 
Oct. 10th-13th 

 
Coed South #19 

Nov. 7th-10th 
 
 
 
 

 

Website News   
The new website is continuing to make progress! For those who haven’t fully 
explored it yet, let us highlight some of the benefits.  
 

GoodSearch & GoodShop 
Did you know that Inky VdC can benefit every time you shop or search online? 
It’s true and very easy to do! The next time you’re looking for a new book, 
computer, DVD, or clothing, go to GoodShop first. More than 100 stores 
including Target, Macy’s, The Gap, Amazon, Best Buy, Walmart, Staples, 
Nordstrom, and Petsmart have teamed up with Goodsearch. No username or 
password is required. Just designate your favorite charity, click on the store’s log 
from the GoodShop site and then shop as you normally would. You’ll get the 
same great prices, but every time your place and order you’ll be supporting Inky 
VdC with donations that average around 3% of the sale but can exceed 20%!  
Our homepage (www.inkyvdc.org) has links for GoodSearch and GoodShop. Try 
it out! Together, we can make a big difference for Inky VdC! 
 

New Contact Information 
If you haven’t yet, please take a minute and head to www.inkyvdc.org  to 
update your contact information. There is a convenient link on the homepage 
under “Quick Links”. One of our projects for 2013 is getting a master contact list 
with updated information. Just a few moments of your time will make a big 
difference.  
 

Applications 
Did you know applications to serve, sponsor, renew, or attend a weekend can 
be found online? You can even fill them out and send them electronically, or 
you can print them and snail  mail them if you’d prefer.  
 

VDC Friends on Facebook 
Have you journeyed over to the VDC Friends page on Facebook? It’s a wonderful 
way to stay connected to our larger community. We share prayer and praise 
requests, receive information about upcoming weekends and Ultreyas, and get 
to know our extended community.  
 

Prayer Charts 
Shortly before each weekend, prayer charts to support the weekend are posted 
online. This is a great way to support each weekend no matter where you are. 
One of the things I love about the new prayer charts is that an email 
confirmation and an email reminder are sent to your inbox when you sign up to 
prayer. It’s so convenient! 
 
There are so many things to explore on the website from Weekend Rosters, 
Pilgrim Helps, our FAQ’s and Beliefs, and more! Go check it out and thanks to 
everyone who continues to work on the website. It looks amazing! 
  
 

http://www.inkyvdc.org/
http://www.inkyvdc.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Reunion Group   
From page 34 of the Pilgrim’s Guide 
The Three-day-weekend is a source of many insights to those who take part in 
it. These insights vary widely according to the background and temperament of 
each individual, but one insight is almost universal – the value of sharing our 
Christian hopes and experience with brothers and sisters of Christ.  
The Reunion Group is a voluntary meeting of friends to share with one another 
their efforts to live and grow in union with Christ. To be effective it must be 
open and relaxed. To be fruitful it must include a sharing of our own 
commitment to Christ (piety), our efforts to grow in our understanding of God’s 
grace (study), and our efforts to share our knowledge and love of Christ with 
others according to a pre-determined plan (apostolic action). The Reunion 
Group is a friendship elevated to the highest level – that of being a permanent 
actual grace.  
The Reunion Group is by no means the only way to bring about the kind of 
sharing needed for growth in Christ. It is, however, an effective means. It is also 
a simple means to a single intent: “I long to see you and share with you some 
spiritual gift to strengthen you – rather, what I wish is that we may be mutually 
encouraged by our common faith.” (Romans 1:11-12)  
 

The Pilgrim’s Guide 
When was the last time you reviewed your Pilgrim’s Guide? It contains much 
more than page 11 and songs. Our Pilgrim’s Guides have an abundance of 
information to encourage us on our journey.  
Pages 35-37 contain information about the VdC tripod and how to apply it 
weekly to our lives. Pages 38-39 have a quick list of scripture for different times 
in our life. The Apostle’s Creed is listed on pages 28-29. There are several psalms 
and prayers listed including one of my favorites on page 7, the Prayer of St. 
Francis of Assisi.  
What I’d most like to share with you, though, is found on pages 23-27. As this 
year comes to an end and we look towards 2013, some time for reflection is in 
order. Page 23 begins an examination of conscience that covers reflection on 
self, others, family, the church, and God. As we set our plans or resolutions for 
2013, let us look farther than weight loss or quitting smoking. Let us resolve to 
live a life of JOY (Jesus, Others, Yourself). Remember, Christ is counting on you! 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Secretariat Members 
“Secretariat” is a fancy name for our governing counsel.  

 
 

New Secretariat Members: 
 
Assuming National Delegate: Barb Ankenman 
 
Leaders Chair: Tony Gayhart 
 
Post Weekend Chair: Steve Siroky and Sean Rice 
 
Outreach Chair: Brian and Robin Schwarz 

 
 

Lay Director Jim Ryan jryan@inkyvdc.org The “President” for all 
matters governing inkyvdc. 

Secretary Becky Miller bmiller@inkyvdc.org Updates to bylaws, 
records, minutes of 
meetings. 

National 
Delegate 

Dick Link dlink@inkyvdc.org Indiana liaison to National 
Via de Cristo. 

Spiritual 
Director 

Pastor Sharon 
Walker 

swalker@inkyvdc.org Weekend Pastor 
assignments & Spiritual 
Direction to inkyvdc. 

Palanca Cha Barb Ankenman bankenman@inkyvdc.org Prayer palanca charts, 
sends and receives Palanca 
to and from around the 
world for weekends. 

Leaders Chair Lynn Ryan lryan@inkyvdc.org Rector selection and 
training, team application 
approvals. 

Post weekend 
Chair 

Randy & Donna 
Effner 

RDEffner@inkyvdc.org Post weekend chair 

Pre-Weekend 
Chair 

Sue Schwartz sschwartz@inkyvdc.org Approves pilgrim and 
sponsor applications. 
Maintains database. 

Treasurer Chair Ray Smith rsmith@inkyvdc.org Receives donations and 
pays all bills. 

Weekend Chair John London jlondon@inkyvdc.org Set-up and tear-down of 
weekend sites; supplies 
and inventory, banners, 
luggage, lost & found. 

Communications 
Chair 

Steve Stewart sstewart@inkyvdc.org Coordinates 
communications to the 
VDC community 

mailto:jryan@inkyvdc.org
mailto:bmiller@inkyvdc.org
mailto:dlink@inkyvdc.org
mailto:swalker@inkyvdc.org
mailto:bankenman@inkyvdc.org
mailto:lryan@inkyvdc.org
mailto:RDEffner@inkyvdc.org
mailto:sschwartz@inkyvdc.org
mailto:rsmith@inkyvdc.org
mailto:jlondon@inkyvdc.org
mailto:sstewart@inkyvdc.org

