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Upcoming  
Weekends 

 
#70 Men’s North 

Rector: Mark Miller 
October 3-6, 2013 

SonRise Camp, 
Anderson, IN 

 
#71 Women’s North 
Rector: Inese Daiga 

October 10-13, 2013 
SonRise Camp,  
Anderson, IN 

 
#19 Coed South 

Rector: Becky Morris 
Oct 31-Nov 3, 2013 

Camp Lakeview 
Seymour, IN 

 
 
 

 
 
Decolores! 
Dear Christ-siblings, 
We greet you with joy this blessed day! In this edition, we will read about the 
recent Ultreyas, gather inspiration from Ed Broestl, and find out who our new 
rectors for the fall weekends are.   
We want to hear from you! We’d love to hear how your community works to 
encourage members of your VdC family. How do you keep members of our 
community from becoming isolated? Anyone who would like to contribute to 
the newsletter is very welcome! Articles can be emailed to: 
news4inkyvdc@ymail.com. 
God loves you and so do we, 
Katy Gray & Chère Riedel 
 

Just for Laughs 
The story of Adam and Eve was being carefully explained in the children's 
Sunday School class. Following the story, the children were asked to draw 
some picture that would illustrate the story. Little Bobby drew a picture of a 
car with three people in it. In the front seat was a man and in the back seat, 
a man and a woman. The teacher was at a loss to understand how this 
illustrated the lesson of Adam and Eve. Little Bobby was prompt with his 
explanation. "Why, this is God driving Adam and Eve out of the garden!" 
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“On the last and 
greatest day of  

the Feast, Jesus 
stood and said in  

a loud voice,  
‘If any man is 

thirsty, let him 
come to me and 
drink. Whoever 

believes in me, as 
the Scripture has 

said, streams of 
living water will 

flow from  
within him.” 

~John 7:37-39 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ultreya Report 
This edition, we will hear about the recent South Ultreya. If you’d like to report 
on the North Ultreya, please email us.   
 

We were very blessed to have Hebron Lutheran Church host the south 
Ultreya. We shared Ultreya with over 75 brothers and sisters in Christ. After 
much hugging and chattering, we adjourned to the sanctuary to worship, 
sing, and listen together.  
 
One of the things we especially enjoyed was the showing of the “What is Via 
de Cristo?” video. If you haven’t seen it yet, please head on over to 
http://www.inkyvdc.org/about-vdc/what-is-vdc/ and check it out. It is a great 
tool to help answer questions for prospective pilgrims, but it is also nice from 
time to time to watch it yourself. 
 

There were several Secretariat announcements that we’d like to share with 
you. First off, VdC is benefitting from our community shopping at Kroger. 
You can purchase special Kroger gift cards for only $5 that come pre-loaded 
with $5. Reload it at your convenience and use it every time you make a 
Kroger purchase. This won’t change the points you collect or your fuel 
savings. What it will do is give 4% of every purchase you make back to VdC. 
This program has raised over $3,000 for our community. Steve Klotz is the 
man with the cards and the information if you want more.  
 
Secondly, Barb Ankenman gave us information about the upcoming National 
Lutheran Secretariat meeting and then invited us to attend with her. Anyone 
can attend. Via de Cristo does send delegates, but everyone is welcome. This 
year’s meeting is called Streams of Living Water based on John 7:37-39, 
emphasizing that it is through Christ alone that we find the strength needed 
for our Fourth Day. The meeting this year will be held July 25th-28th in West 
Palm Beach, Florida. You can find more information (including an inspiring 
video) at www.viadecristo.org .  If you decide to go, please let Barb know 
(her email is at the end of this newsletter) so she may share this blessing 
with you. She compared it to how refreshing attending a weekend is…but 
without the posters.   
 
Finally, we heard from Steve Siroky and Sean Rice (dubbed "Steve-Shawn” 
from Jim Ryan) about reunion groups. Currently, they are trying to get more 
information on the website, but they shared lots of information at the 
Ultreya. We were happy to hear that 60-70% of our community is involved in 
some sort of reunion group, but that’s still a lot not in a group. They are 
working hard to find new ways to encourage all of us to get into groups, 
including considering finding point of contact people for area of regional 
reunion groups to help others find a group.  
 

 (The Ultreya Report continues on page 3) 

http://www.inkyvdc.org/about-vdc/what-is-vdc/
http://www.viadecristo.org/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We are plain 
quiet folk and 

have no use for 
adventures.  

Nasty disturbing 
uncomfortable 

things!  
Make you late  

for dinner!" 
~Bilbo Baggins 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ultreya Report cont. 

They shared in particular that a reunion group does not need to be made up of 
people who have gone through a VdC weekend. It can be anyone who you can 
share your heart with and can hold you accountable. They do not have to hold 
one of our green cards…it is just a small group. They reminded us that reunion 
group is not about connecting VdC to VdC, it is about connecting Christians to 
Christians to encourage each other on their walk.  
In addition, Steve & Sean encouraged everyone to go online and fill out an 
application to serve-whether you were already on team or not. They said much 
of our information is outdated and they need the updated information. This 
applies to past rectors as well.  
 
After the Secretariat announcements, we sang some Hallelujah, read some page 
11, and then heard the 4th day talk given by Rick & Debbie Kloos. As always, this 
was very inspiring. The 4th day talk is such a wonderful part of Ultreya. Both 
Debbie and Rick took inspiration from Steven Curtis Chapman and the Bible. 
Debbie took hers from “You make all things new” and from Micah 6:8. Rick took 
his from “The Great Adventure” and 1 John 2:4-6. I had read both verses, but 
sadly, had never heard the songs before. That was remedied when I returned 
home.   
 
One of the things I found particularly interesting was that Rick referenced Bilbo 
Baggins from the Hobbit in his talk. In particular when Gandalf the wizard told 
him he was having trouble finding someone to share in an adventure with him. 
Bilbo responded, "I should think so — in these parts! We are plain quiet folk and 
have no use for adventures. Nasty disturbing uncomfortable things! Make you 
late for dinner!" This drew a nice laugh from our community and reminded me 
that was pretty much my thought when first asked to attend a weekend. Rick 
went on to talk about where he’s gone in his 4th day and ended his talk by calling 
his 4th day the best adventure ever…and reminding us that it just keeps getting 
better.  
 
Lastly, we heard from Chaplain David Smith as he shared the message for the 
Ultreya.  His message was gentle and encouraging (as always). He spoke to us 
about the upcoming Kairos weekend and encouraged us to pray. And he told us 
to “go and be the hands and feet and voice of Christ”.  

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I am  
painfully  

aware that  
I often miss  
the times  
when God  
reveals His 
presence  

because of  
my need to  

do versus be!” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Inspiration 
From Ed Broestl, NLS President   
 

Grace, peace, mercy, and love from God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!  
 
Our baptismal journeys continue: our life in Christ becomes richer and our 
love of God grows stronger. Is that your everyday experience? Is that how an 
objective, outside observer would describe your journey? As I describe one 
of my “stumbling blocks,” I trust you will be both understanding and grace-
filled!  
 
My journey, my growth as a disciple, is much more difficult than I ever 
expected. The days are filled with so much stuff! Priorities are constantly  
juggled. God often times is an after-thought rather than a first-thought. 
Often times, reading my Bible is a chore or worse: a quick glance taking little 
time to reflect. Life is go, go, go rather than reflect, reflect, reflect. Reflection 
has to be intentional because that is not how I am programmed! I am 
painfully aware that I often miss the times when God reveals His presence 
because of my need to do versus be!  
 
What causes my dashing through life? I suspect it is the Western drive to “be 
productive!” I can still hear one of my first bosses say: “Keep moving – it is 
hard to hit a moving target!” I strive to reflect at the end of each day only to 
say: “I did that!” I am struck by the thought: “What might the disciples have 
said at the end of one of their days?” Might they have said: “What did we 
witness today?” or “What did we experience that we can’t explain?” Two 
very interesting questions in the days so many years prior to the Age of 
Enlightenment!  
 
In the days ahead, I intend to take time reflect on the questions the disciples 
probably asked while on their journey. I suspect my journey will be richer 
and less stressful. It will be a matter of being versus a matter of doing! 
Nurturing my relationship versus working on stuff!  
 
May you know God’s rich presence and may your relationship with the 
creator, redeemer, and sustainer of the universe become stronger.  
 
Ed Broestl,  
NLS President  
 

Prayer Request 
We are delighted to share with you the rectors for the upcoming weekends. 
Please keep Mark Miller, Inese Daiga, and Becky Morris in your prayers as they 
prepare to lead the fall weekends. We rejoice that such loving servants have 
answered God’s call to serve in such a meaningful  way and ask that you do all 
you can to encourage them on this journey.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Secretariat Members 
“Secretariat” is a fancy name for our governing counsel.  
 

 

Website News   
Start praying now about whether God is calling you to serve and who you might 
call to attend the upcoming weekends this fall. Applications to serve and attend 
are on the website.  
Keep your eyes peeled as the weekend approach to sign up to pray. Even now, 
you can click on the “Prayer Chart Sign Up” link on the home page and check out 
the links there to help you with your prayer time. One is a guide to prayer time 
and the other is a prayer vigil resource. Both are wonderful to read and will 
encourage you as you prepare to pray.  
Go to www.inkyvdc.org and check it out! 
 

Lay Director Jim Ryan jryan@inkyvdc.org The “President” for all 
matters governing inkyvdc. 

Secretary Becky Miller bmiller@inkyvdc.org Updates to bylaws, 
records, minutes of 
meetings. 

Spiritual 
Director 

Pastor Sharon 
Walker 

swalker@inkyvdc.org Weekend Pastor 
assignments & Spiritual 
Direction to inkyvdc. 

Palanca Cha Barb Ankenman bankenman@inkyvdc.org Prayer palanca charts, 
sends and receives Palanca 
to and from around the 
world for weekends. 

Leaders Chair Tony Gayhart LeadersChair@inkyvdc.org Rector selection and 
training, team application 
approvals. 

Post weekend 
Chair 

Steve Siroky & 
Sean Rice 

PostWeekend@inkyvdc.org Post weekend chair 

Pre-Weekend 
Chair 

Sue Schwartz sschwartz@inkyvdc.org Approves pilgrim and 
sponsor applications. 
Maintains database. 

Treasurer Chair Ray Smith rsmith@inkyvdc.org Receives donations and 
pays all bills. 

Weekend Chair John London jlondon@inkyvdc.org Set-up and tear-down of 
weekend sites; supplies 
and inventory, banners, 
luggage, lost & found. 

Communications 
Chair 

Steve Stewart sstewart@inkyvdc.org Coordinates 
communications to the 
VDC community 

Outreach Chair Brian & Robin 
Schwarz 
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