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Upcoming  
Weekends 

 
#70 Men’s North 

Rector-Greg Frazier 
Oct 4-7, SonRise Camp, 

Anderson, IN 
 

#69 Women’s North 
Rector-Mary Coffman 

Oct 11-14, SonRise Camp, 
Anderson, IN 

 
#18 Coed South 

Rector-Rick Kloos 
Nov 1-4, Camp Lakeview, 

Seymour, IN 
 
 

 

Decolores! 
Beautiful servants, 
We greet you with joy this blessed day! As you can see, work has begun to begin 
sending out the newsletter again. In the beginning, we will be trying to put an issue 
together at least quarterly. Please be patient as the kinks we’re sure we’ll find together 
are worked out. If there’s something you’d like to see, please let us know! Anyone who 
would like to contribute to the newsletter is very welcome! Please keep your 
submissions like our jokes: short, clean, and funny (or appropriate).  
Articles can be emailed to: news4inkyvdc@ymail.com  
In this issue, we look towards the upcoming fall weekends, hear from a previous rector 
about his weekend, and find inspiration to continue onward on our Christian walk.  
God loves you and so do we, 
Katy Gray & Chère Riedel 
 

Just for Laughs 
3 jokes that are short, clean, and funny. 
 

A Sunday School teacher had just concluded her lesson and wanted to make sure she 
had made her point. She said, “Can anyone tell me what you must do before you can 
obtain forgiveness of sin?” There was a short pause and then, from the back of the 
room, a small boy spoke up. "Sin," he said. 
 

A woman went to the beach with her children. Her four-year-old son ran up to her, 
grabbed her hand, and led her to the shore where a dead seagull lay in the sand. 
"Mommy, what happened to him?" the little boy asked. 
"He died and went to heaven," she replied. 
The child thought for a moment and said, "And God threw him back down?" 
 

Q: Did you hear about the Dial-a-Prayer service they have for atheists now? 
A: You dial the number and it rings and rings but nobody answers. 
 

Hmm…2 out of 3 ain’t bad.  
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WE HOLD 
WEEKENDS 

SO THAT 
THOSE WHO 
GOD CALLS 

WILL BECOME 
INVOLVED IN 

REUNION  
AND LIVE 
A MORE 

PRODUCTIVE 
4TH DAY! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lay Leader’s Corner 
 

What an awesome GOD we serve….. 
 

I was doing a little “housecleaning” of my computer files recently – moving this and 
that to here and there, deleting old outdated files etc. In doing so I found myself 
travelling a journey down memory lane……a kitchen menu from one weekend, a draft 
of a rollo from another, a roster from a third……lots of memories. Nostalgia is both a 
good thing and a bad. Good in that it reminds us of those warm and fuzzy days when 
we shared the mountaintop. Bad when we begin to take it for granted that those 
mountaintop experiences alone are enough to grow the Kingdom.  
 

A question I hear often is why are we lacking in pilgrims?  Why does it seem too many 
weekends represent a struggle to attract enough bodies – and here I mean not just 
Pilgrims – but Team members? More and more I hear from Rectors about how many 
calls they make – how many invitations to serve go unanswered – how much time 
they spend in prayer discerning who to call next. 
 

Lynn and I were honored to be able to be part of the INKY contingent at this summer’s 
VdC National meeting. For me, it was an uplifting and informative meeting - I always 
find myself looking forward to sharing worship with 200 or so folks who really “want” 
to be there. And lest I forget, I have to do a “shout-out” for our own Pr. Doug Givan, 
who just finished his second term as the VdC National Spiritual Director. THANK YOU 
PASTOR DOUG - for your vision, your leadership, and your devotion to the service of 
Our Lord.  Well done good and faithful servant!!!! 
 

The discussions with our brothers and sisters from other Secretariats also served to 
reinforce that the “problems” we face are common problems. Virtually every 
Secretariat is suffering lower attendance on their weekends – some to the point they 
report having had to cancel a scheduled weekend altogether.   
 

What many have begun to realize though, is that we do not hold weekends so we can 
hold even more weekends, rather WE HOLD WEEKENDS SO THAT THOSE WHO GOD 
CALLS WILL BECOME INVOLVED IN REUNION AND LIVE A MORE PRODUCTIVE 4

TH
 

DAY!!!!!!!!     
 

Don’t get me wrong. There is nothing wrong with serving on Team. I love it too. But if 
we allow ourselves to get so focused on the next upcoming weekend that we fail to 
follow through on our mission as sponsors, then we are failing the Via de Cristo and 
we are failing to do what we commit to do as sponsors when we ask someone to 
“come spend three days on the mountaintop”.   
 

So after much prayer I feel called to issue the following challenge to the INKY 
community. Let us re-define our measurement of “success” in the following manner:   
 
I will no longer be as concerned about whether my Pilgrim had a good weekend as I 
will be as to whether they become actively involved in reunion and Ultreya – and 
remain actively involved in their 4

th
 Day ONE YEAR AFTER their weekend.  

And I, as their sponsor will commit to come alongside those I invite to a weekend and:  
 

 HOLD THEM IN PRAYER THROUGHOUT THEIR WEEKEND 

 BE AT SEND-OFF, SERENADE and CLOSING (or enlist someone to offer prayer 
on their behalf if I cannot be there)  

 HELP THEM FIND A WORKING REUNION GROUP 

 INVITE THEM TO FUTURE ULTREYA – SEND-OFF’S and CLOSINGS 

 ENCOURAGE AND ASSIST THEM TO BECOME – AND REMAIN ACTIVE IN THEIR 
OWN 4

TH
 DAY 

 
(Lay Leader’s Corner continues on page 3) 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The heart and 

essence of the  

Via de Cristo is  

to bring Christians  

to a full awareness  
of what is meant by 

living the life of 

Grace, adding new 

strength and vitality 

to their Christianity. 

 
The purpose of the 

Via De Cristo is to 

develop in Christians 

a consciousness of 

their Power and 
Mission to become 

leaders in Christian 

renewal, and the 

desire to continue to 

live the life of Grace, 

personally and 
together with their 

brothers and sisters 

in Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lay Leader’s Corner (cont.) 
 

This will be a topic of more community discussion when we gather at the Ultreya later 
this fall – are we each guilty of talking the talk but not walking the walk?  I know too 
often I am.    
 

And lastly, speaking of the fall Ultreya (actually November 11
th

) – I ask each of you to 
pray about whether you might serve Our Lord by offering your skills and talents to fill 
a role on our Secretariat.  The following positions are coming up for election this year: 

 Post-weekend chair (Ultreya coordinator) 

 Outreach chair 

 Communications chair 

 Leaders chair (must be a former Rector) 
If you feel God’s gentle nudge to find out more about any of these positions of service 
please call me to discuss particulars. I believe there is nothing which makes for a 
healthier movement than individuals who are willing to stand and offer to serve. 
 

By way of closing I want to quote Pr. Doug Givan from four years ago at National 
when he stood and said: “My name is Doug Givan – I love Jesus and I love the Via de 
Cristo – if God has put my name on your heart I will be your servant”.  
 
GLYASDI 
Jim Ryan 
Lay Director 
 

Reunion Groups 
What is it and do I need one? 
I think sometimes Reunion groups get overlooked as a priority once a weekend 
is over. We may think, “I already have a Bible Study group …is a Reunion group 
actually necessary?” 
In a word, yes. Reunion groups are a necessary part of continuing forward in our 
Christian walk. Many reunion groups double as a Bible Study group, but a 
reunion group is meant to be more. Reunion groups are a support and 
accountability group. Their purpose is to encourage you forward on your 
personal Christian walk, to hold you steady when life makes you want to waver, 
and to hold you accountable to your Piety, Study, and Action.  
The trust involved in sharing someone’s Christian walk so intimately must be 
recognized. Will you hold your brother or sister accountable to the gospel? Will 
you encourage them? Will you see them through the eyes of grace and devote 
yourself to prayer on their behalf?   
Age doesn’t matter and, for some people, gender doesn’t either. There are co-
ed Reunion groups. Distance isn’t even an issue for some groups who may 
utilize the phone or skype, though this may not work for groups who long for a 
personal hand to hold. The main idea is to find what works for you and your 
group and to commit to it.  
Do you need a group? Consider talking to your sponsor or a VdC leader in your 
church to see if they can help you find one. You may also want to consider 
starting one of your own and inviting other new pilgrims to join you. Pray for 
God to lead you…and watch how His blessings will flow!   
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Serenade  
 
Serenade begins at 5:30pm. We will begin with fellowship and prayer. After a brief 
practice, we will move into the full serenade. Come prepared to make a joyful noise 
with your loving Christ-siblings!  
There will be directions at each camp to guide you. 
Please consider attending as many serenades as you can. Place the dates on your 
calendars now so you don’t have a scheduling conflict later.  
Those dates are: 
Saturday, October 6

th
-SonRise Camp, Anderson, IN 

Ladies first! Curl your hair and wear those heels, girls! Let’s knock those guys’ socks off! 
Saturday, October 13

th
-SonRise Camp, Anderson, IN  

It’s your turn, boys! Shine those shoes and knot those ties and let your voices take the 
ladies’ breath away.  
Saturday, November 3

rd
-Camp Lakeview, Seymour, IN 

This is a co-ed serenade, so everyone is welcome! If you haven’t sang a co-ed before, 
now is your time! I promise men and women raising their voices together and singing 
hallelujah will thrill your hearts.  
 
Please don’t be intimidated by the distance. Remember what it meant to you!  
If you have interest in serenading and need rides, please post on the VdC Friends FB 
page. You can now find that link on the home page of our website: www.inkyvdc.org.  
 

Ultreya 

The next Ultreya will be Sunday, November 11
th

 at King of Glory in Carmel, Indiana. 
Ultreya begins at 3:30pm with fellowship. Worship follows at 4pm. Dinner and childcare 
will be provided.  Consider car-pooling if you have a long distance to drive. Please come 
and join us! There will be new pilgrims to welcome! 
Ultreya is a wonderful time to renew our hearts and remember just how large our 
community is. The community keeps us going and encourages us when the road gets 
rough.  
 

 
 

http://www.inkyvdc.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I have come  
into the world  

as a light,  
so that no one 
who believes  

in Me  
should stay in 

darkness.”  
~John 12:46 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Inspiration 
The Cave People 
Taken from Max Lucado's The Woodcutter's Wisdom and Other Favorite Stories 
Long ago, or maybe not so long ago, there was a tribe in a dark, cold cavern. The cave 
dwellers would huddle together and cry against the chill. Loud and long they wailed. It 
was all they did. It was all they knew to do. The sounds in the cave were mournful, but 
the people didn't know it, for they had never known joy. The spirit in the cave was 
death, but the people didn't know it, for they had never known life. 
But then, one day, they heard a different voice. "I have heard your cries," it announced. 
"I have felt your chill and seen your darkness. I have come to help." 
The cave people grew quiet. They had never heard this voice. Hope sounded strange to 
their ears. "How can we know you have come to help?" 
"Trust me," he answered. "I have what you need." 
The cave people peered through the darkness at the figure of the stranger. He was 
stacking something, then stooping and stacking more. "What are you doing?" one cried, 
nervous. The stranger didn't answer. "What are you making?" one shouted even louder. 
Still no response. "Tell us!" demanded a third. 
The visitor stood and spoke in the direction of the voices. "I have what you need." With 
that he turned to the pile at his feet and lit it. Wood ignited, flames erupted, and light 
filled the cavern. 
The cave people turned away in fear. "Put it out!" they cried. "It hurts to see it." 
"Light always hurts before it helps," he answered. "Step closer. The pain will soon pass." 
"Not I," declared a voice. "Nor I," agreed a second. "Only a fool would risk exposing his 
eyes to such light." 
The stranger stood next to the fire. "Would you prefer the darkness? Would you prefer 
the cold? Don't consult your fears. Take a step of faith" 
For a long time no one spoke. The people hovered in groups covering their eyes. The fire 
builder stood next to the fire. "It's warm here," he invited. 
"He's right," one from behind him announced. "It's warmer." The stranger turned a saw 
a figure slowly stepping toward the fire. "I can open my eyes now," she proclaimed. "I 
can see." 
"Come closer," invited the fire builder. She did. She stepped into the ring of light. 
"It's so warm!" she extended her hands and sighed as her chill began to pass. 
"Come, everyone! Feel the warmth," she invited. 
"Silence, woman!" cried one of the cave dwellers. "Dare you lead us into your folly? 
Leave us. Leave us and take your light with you." 
She turned to the stranger. "Why won't they come?" 
"They choose the chill, for though it's cold, it's what they know. They'd rather be cold 
than change." 
"And live in the dark?" 
"And live in the dark." 
The now-warm woman stood silent. Looking first at the dark, then at the man. "Will you 
leave the fire?" he asked. 
She paused, then answered, "I cannot. I cannot bear the cold." Then she spoke again. 
"But nor can I bear the thought of my people in darkness." 
"You don't have to," he responded, reaching into the fire and removing a stick. "Carry 
this to your people. Tell them the light is here, and the light is warm. Tell them the light 
is for all who desire it." 
And so she took the small flame and stepped into the shadows. 
 
This inspiration was shared by Tony Gayhart in the fall of 2011 to encourage his team for 
their service to Co-ed #16. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“You, my 

brothers, 

were called 

to be free. 

But do not 

use your 

freedom 

to indulge the 

sinful nature; 

rather,  

serve  

one another  

in love.” 

~Galatians 5:13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Leader’s Chair 
Thoughts on Serving on Team  
  
It’s that time again—rectors are in the process of calling team members. I thought I’d 
take a few minutes to share some thoughts for the community about team service.     
 
First, keep the rectors in your prayers. It’s not easy trying to discern God’s will in calling 
prospective team members. They’re trying to be open to all that God want them to call, 
not just all the wonderful people they’ve come to know along their VDC journey.     
 
Team make up: The goal is for each team to be made up of 1/3 people who have never 
served; 1/3 people who have served once or twice and 1/3 people who have served 3 or 
more times. The last group is the easiest—and the hardest—because there are many in 
this category that would like to serve and perhaps have bonded with the rector on a 
previous weekend. Rectors also try to include people from a variety of communities and 
differing ages so the team looks more like the pilgrims.  
If you have an interest in serving, please fill out an application. It really helps the rectors 
to have some specific people to pray over, more than just our list of over 2000 pilgrims 
who have been through a weekend. And please encourage others who may have an 
interest to complete and application. Completing an application does not mean you will 
be called, but it ensures that the rector will be praying over your name. And it does not 
obligate you to serve if called; it may be that the team meeting schedule will not work 
for you.  
Applications can be found on the website: www.inkyvdc.org under the Quick Links 
section, upper left on the home page. Please do NOT contact the rector directly. They 
have so many things to think and pray about as they form their team.   
 
Responding to the call: If you receive a call to team, please pray over the call. Please 
make sure that you feel called to serve on this team. Please let the rector know as soon 
as possible (within a week) if you can serve. If you need extra time, discuss it with the 
rector. They want each person they call to serve, but they understand it doesn’t always 
work out. If it won’t, they need to pray about another person to call.   
 
Team Meetings: Each team has 4 meetings before the weekend to prepare. This gives 
each team member time to learn about their role on the upcoming weekend. Rollistas 
have a chance to present their rollo to the team which gives them practice and gives the 
chas a chance to hear the rollos (since on the weekend, they will be busy outside the 
rollo room). The team has time to bond as a community which makes it easier for the 
pilgrims to enter the weekend Christian Community. Serving on team is a powerful 
experience—perhaps even better than going through as a pilgrim. But each team 
member must approach team as serving God and the pilgrims. The weekend is for the 
pilgrims, not the team. When we do that, God’s wonderful grace brings us closer to him.   
 
Please contact me if you have any questions or have interest in serving.  
Lynn Ryan, Leader’s Chair   
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New Pilgrims 
We have many new pilgrims since our last newsletter to list. For this issue, we 
are going to list the new pilgrims from the fall 2011 and spring 2012 weekends.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Men’s North #66   
Rector-John London 
Rodney Lomax 
Brian Pratt 
Mike Lewkowicz 
Rick Rix 
Joshua Luecking 
Gene Schwartzkopf 
Dave Vandergrift 
Bill Maag 
Micah McClain 
 

Women’s North #67 
Rector-Carol Warning 
Beverley Abbott 
Marsha Bragg 
Sheryl Copp 
Debra Decker 
Katie Fields 
Barb Gray 
Maggie Hoover 
Michele Lauer 
Wendy Maddy 
 

Co-ed South #16 
Rector-Tony Gayhart 
Jeffery Barton 
Adam Barton 
Gerald Box 
Danielle Brannon 
Robert Brannon 
Christina Frederickson 
Beth Fuller 
Roy Fuller 
Sydney Harvey 
Doris Otte 
Reba Roach 
Bonnie Snow 
Frank Stivers 
Kelly Stivers 
Erik Swanson 
Pam Swanson 
Liz Walker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Men’s South #67 
Rector-Jim Palecek 
David Crigler 
Richard Wilson 
Kenneth McCune 
Tim McBarnes 
Jeremy Randall 
Tony Johnson Sr. 
Glen Jenkins 
Mark Fasel 
Bill Martin 
Zach Mockbee 
Gary Eckard 
Devoe Slisher 
Rob O’Hara 
R. Dale Woolard 
Chuch Hazelrigg 
Carl Calcamuggio 
Paul Jones 
Mark Day 
 

Women’s South #68  
Rector-Michelle Eckart 
Denise Keller 
Karen McCune 
Dianne Ryan 
Donna Elchesen 
Jan Foshag 
Donna Grose 
Jill Sluder 
Mariah Carr 
Diane Martin 
Joyce Jones 
Lia Griffith 
Michelle Ridenour 
Kim McBarnes 
Louise Taylor 
Marjorie Patman 
Linette Johnson 
Nichole Schwartz-Jenkins 
Susan Rossi 
Stephanie Moore 
Bev Eha 
Bernadette Shufeldt 
Michelle Lawson 
Kim Posto 
Michelle Edwards 
Ilze Bye 
Alecia Sedam 

Co-ed North #17 
Rector-Deb Laidlaw 
Tony Cox 
Barb Cox 
Molly Glock 
Malinda Cesnick 
Julie Walton 
David Scott 
Kathy Holloway 
Christine Moseberry 
Ted Augustin 
Ester Horvath-Fer 
Walter Craig 
Stan Baker 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Secretariat Members 
“Secretariat” is a fancy name for our governing counsel.  

 
 

New Website 
For those of you who haven’t seen it yet, the new website is up! It has weekend 
information, pictures of our Secretariat, a link to our Facebook page, and lots of other 
wonderful things. We were thrilled when all the past weekend rosters came back up and 
we’re so thankful for the hard work going into our new site. You can even sign up to 
help FEED THE WEEKENDS because the food lists are now online! Perhaps best of all, 
there is a prayer link to sign up to pray for the upcoming weekends!  
Please journey on over to www.inkyvdc.org and sign up to pray.  Let’s fill every time 
slot as soon as possible so it’s one less thing to worry about doing before the upcoming 
fall weekends. Prayer is perhaps the best palanca you can give! 
God loves you and so do we! 

Lay Director Jim Ryan jryan@inkyvdc.org The “President” for all 
matters governing inkyvdc. 

Secretary Becky Miller bmiller@inkyvdc.org Updates to bylaws, 
records, minutes of 
meetings. 

National 
Delegate 

Dick Link dlink@inkyvdc.org Indiana liaison to National 
Via de Cristo. 

Spiritual 
Director 

Pastor Sharon 
Walker 

swalker@inkyvdc.org Weekend Pastor 
assignments & Spiritual 
Direction to inkyvdc. 

Palanca Cha Barb Ankenman bankenman@inkyvdc.org Prayer palanca charts, 
sends and receives Palanca 
to and from around the 
world for weekends. 

Leaders Chair Lynn Ryan lryan@inkyvdc.org Rector selection and 
training, team application 
approvals. 

Post weekend 
Chair 

Randy & Donna 
Effner 

RDEffner@inkyvdc.org Post weekend chair 

Pre-Weekend 
Chair 

Sue Schwartz sschwartz@inkyvdc.org Approves pilgrim and 
sponsor applications. 
Maintains database. 

Treasurer Chair Ray Smith rsmith@inkyvdc.org Receives donations and 
pays all bills. 

Weekend Chair John London jlondon@inkyvdc.org Set-up and tear-down of 
weekend sites; supplies 
and inventory, banners, 
luggage, lost & found. 

Communications 
Chair 

Steve Stewart sstewart@inkyvdc.org Coordinates 
communications to the 
VDC community 
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