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Upcoming  
Weekends 

 

#71 Men’s South 
Rector: Steve Siroky 
Feb 27

th
-March 2

nd
  

Camp Lakeview 
Seymour, IN 

 

#72 Women’s South 
Rector: Denise Hollman 

March 6
th

-9
th

 
Camp Lakeview 

Seymour, IN  
 

#72 Men’s North 
October 2

nd
-5

th
 

SonRise Camp 
Anderson, IN 

 

#73 Women’s North 
October 9

th
-12

th
  

SonRise Camp 
Anderson, IN 

 

Decolores! 
We hope you are all staying warm and enjoying this winter weather. We are 
excited to see the start of the spring weekends approaching. Be sure to keep the 
teams and pilgrims in your prayers especially over the next few weeks.  
In this issue, we will have News from the Secretariat-both from our new Lay 
Director and our Weekend Chair. We will also learn what Diaknia Classes are 
and how we can best support the upcoming weekends.  
Anyone who would like to contribute to the newsletter is very welcome!  
Articles can be emailed to: news4inkyvdc@ymail.com. 
God loves you and so do we, 
Katy Gray & Chère Riedel 
 
 

Just for Laughs 
True story from our family to yours: 
Anyone who knows our family knows we are rarely on time. We could blame it 
on having so many children (5 so far). We could blame it on how serious we take 
our cuddle time. We could blame it on our apparent inability to read a clock. 
Whatever the reason, some of our friends have made up the phrase “Gray 
standard time” to refer to our perpetual tardiness. Gray standard time means if 
we show up within an hour of when an event starts, we are still technically on 
time.  
Unfortunately our friends are not the only ones to pick up on the way we run 
behind wherever we go. On the way to church one morning, the kids asked us 
the difference between Lutherans and other denominations. During this 
conversation, we brought up ministers and lay people in the church and asked 
the kids who the lay people are. From the back seat, our five year old son, Mike, 
excitedly yelled, "We are! We are the late people!" Yes...in any church there are 
ministers, lay people, and the late people. 
The Gray's are the late people.  
We love our kids. 
GLYASDWe, 
Steven and Katy Gray 
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News from the Secretariat-Lay Director 
Hello! 
My name is Becky Miller. I worship at Christ Lutheran Church in Louisville, 
Kentucky. I attended Women’s Via de Cristo No. 32 at St. Meinrad in 1999 
where I sat at the table of Elizabeth. Today I communicate with you as the Lay 
Director of the INKY VDC. 
 
I have served on a number of teams throughout the years since my weekend 
and was excited when asked to be Rector for Co-ed Weekend No. 11 held at 
Camp Kavanaugh in April of 2010. That was a Holy Spirit-filled experience that 
will never be duplicated in my life and I am so thankful to have served in that 
capacity. Most recently, I have been serving INKY VDC as the secretary of the 
Secretariat. I was hesitant when approached to run for the Lay Director position, 
but after much prayer and encouragement, was elected to that position in 
November, 2013. 
 
This past weekend I was blessed to be surrounded by a wonderful group of 
talented, Spirit-filled folks at our first Secretariat meeting of 2014. We discussed 
many topics, some of which are : 

 Communication within the Secretariat and to the larger community 

 Need for fundraising 

 Outreach – Invigorating method involving communities  

 Need to inventory/consolidate/organize weekend supplies (banners, 
etc.) 

 Seeking regional coordinators, area coordinators and church 
coordinators 

 Setting weekend dates two years out 

 Attracting younger folks by setting the atmosphere for the weekend of 
“Unplugging from the world and plug into God” 

 Fourth Day packet information  

 Enhanced head positions and team training 

 Need for updates of information for each person 

 Mini Ultreyas for communities 

 Open Secretariat positions for 2014 election 
o Secretary 
o Pre-weekend 
o Palanca 
o Spiritual Director 

 
This is just the tip of the iceburg of what this year’s Secretariat has on its future 
agendas. Our next meeting will include a visioning process for the Secretariat to 
enable us to set our goals for this year, make a two-year plan and focus on how 
to make these goals a reality. We plan to move several items from the “goal” list 
to the “accomplished” list. On behalf of the Secretariat, I ask for your prayers, 
support and ideas.   
 
God Loves You and So Do I! 
Becky Miller 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

News from the Secretariat-Weekend Chair 
My name is John London.  
I attended INKY VDC Coed weekend 1 where I sat at the table of Matthew. I 
have had the honor of serving as the weekend chair on the INKY Secretariat for 
the past 3 years and look forward to serving in this position for another 3 years.  
Have you ever wondered who checked in your luggage when you arrived at 
camp as a pilgrim? Have you ever wondered how all of the supplies and 
inventory magically appeared on the weekends? Have you ever wondered how 
the serenades run so flawlessly? Well, those functions among others are not 
performed by the weekend chair but by the Weekend Coordinators and their 
crew.  
What are the responsibilities of the Weekend Chair? Who are the Weekend 
Coordinators and what are their responsibilities? In 2010 when I accepted the 
call to serve as the Weekend Chair on the Secretariat it was wisely decided to 
create INKY Weekend Coordinators to service both the north and south 
weekends. For years prior to the creation of the weekend coordinator, just 
ponder what Linda and Bob Karlin did for INKY Via De Cristo. They ordered 
supplies, located new camps, delivered inventory. They set up all camps 
throughout Indiana from north to south including Kentucky along with 
overseeing the serenades and closing down the camps after each weekend. 
Through each season they would travel hundreds of miles, WOW! Next time you 
see the Karlin’s, please extend your appreciation for their love for VDC. I don’t 
know where we would be without them!  
Back in 2010, when Linda Karlin asked me to take over her role on the 
Secretariat, my response was NO WAY! I thought, how in the world could I do 
what she does? She lovingly explained that Weekend Coordinators would be 
established to service both north and south weekends. Linda elaborated that 
she would coordinate the north weekends held at Camp Sonrise in Anderson for 
the men’s and women’s weekends in the fall as well as Camp Lutherhaven in 
Albion for the spring weekends. She indicated that I would only be responsible 
for the ordering of all supplies which includes the crosses, pilgrim guides, service 
sheets, fourth day books as well as other materials and supplies needed for the 
weekend. I would also be responsible for signing camp contracts.  
Linda also confirmed that Matt Tangman had accepted the role of south 
Weekend Coordinator for the men’s and women’s weekend in the spring and 
the coed weekend in the fall at Camp Lakeview in Seymour. We are so blessed 
to have Matt as the south Weekend Coordinator. He and his team do such an 
amazing job at Camp Lakeview that it makes my job so much easier. When you 
see Matt next time, please give him a hug and a word of appreciation for all of 
his hard work and commitment to INKY VDC! Matt and Linda do such a 
wonderful job of communicating with each camp and team leads to ensure that 
the weekends flow smoothly.  We are definitely blessed to have such wonderful 
workers of God’s kingdom coordinating our weekends. 
 Feel free to contact me with any questions about the weekend responsibilities 
and whether you may be interested in joining the north or south weekend 
team. Linda and Matt would appreciate your help!  
GLYASDI  
John London 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Picture This 
Scene 1:  
In a large room, people are milling around.  Emotions are running high:  anxiety 
– excitement – apprehension – fear… 
Suddenly a voice cries out; the people stop and listen.  Names are called out; 
the group divides.  Some people go to one side of the room looking a little 
confused. 
Those not called break out in song…with strange words…then they leave.  The 
retreat begins.  
 
Scene 2: 
The “called” group forms a unit, some teaching, some listening and learning.  All 
are growing in faith and are filled with a new direction in life.  Laughter 
resounds, tears flow.  Periods of sadness are followed by a rousing chorus of 
voices and extreme joy – and more tears. 
 
Scene 3: 
On the third day of the retreat, a total sense of purpose, security and direction 
is awakened by a new-found Spirit! 
 
Does this sound like scenes from the Bible? Yes!!  It is also a fantastic 72-hour 
experience – VIA DE CRISTO! 
 
Most Pilgrims remark at the closing how the weekend has affected them and 
how they cannot wait to take the ‘new me’ home to their families, churches and 
communities.  But it doesn’t end there.  We need a few things to keep this 
feeling and attitude going:  Prayer, Sponsor Support, Reunion Groups and 
Ultreyas.  None of this would happen if it were not for the 72 hours well spent! 
 
Now, we all want this to continue, right?  The fact is weekends are not without 
financial cost.  This cost has been figured to be approximately $5,000.00 per 
weekend.  Careful study shows that not everyone is able to pay it forward.   
 
Take a minute and prayerfully consider how your weekend changed your life.  
Consider how your faith was renewed and strengthened.  Look around at the 
lasting Christian friendships you have made.  Reflect on your study and 
fellowship with your reunion group.  All this, just for you! 
 
Please pray and allow the Holy Spirit to lead you in your giving.  If you are not 
financially able to support INKY VDC, please pray about other ways you can help 
with your time and talents.  Some ways to help are:  sponsor or co-sponsor a 
Pilgrim; take a Pilgrim to dinner; bring a Pilgrim to camp for another sponsor; 
donate food for the weekend; help with set up and/or tear down for the 
weekend; sign up to assist with an Ultreya.  The possibilities are endless!  
Remember to keep praying for pilgrims, known and unknown and keep inviting, 
serving and growing our communities. 
 
Christ is Counting on You! 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Diaknia Classes: 
An Adult Education Invitation 

 
You are invited to a Lutheran study course for adults.  

Diakonia is a theological program designed for the laity of the Lutheran church. 
The full program consists of 12 courses (usually taught over two years) but each 

course explores independent topics to increase your faith through 
understanding of scripture, doctrine, tradition and mission.  

For many the full program is not a practical possibility, so the current members 
of the Indianapolis program extend an invitation for you to participate in the 

courses of your choosing. What can you expect?  
Each course is an intensive five-week study of a specific subject. You can expect 

to read around 350-400 pages of text, participate in class discussions – small 
group of 6-10 students – and explore your learning through small written 

papers, a presentation or a practicum. Taken independently each course will 
cost $60 plus the price of a textbook. The full series costs $360 for a calendar 

year and does offer a diploma for completion of the full series. The 2014 winter-
spring course offerings (below) are being taught at Messiah Lutheran in 

Brownsburg from 9-noon on Saturdays and are from the B Series of classes. 
 

Jan-Feb   Christian Worship 
(Pr. Rudy Mueller, asst to Bishop) 

Feb-Mar Practical Ministry; To Communicate the Gospel 
(Pr. Chuck Miller, Messiah Lutheran) 

Apr-May: Themes and Issues in Christian Ethics 
(Pr. Mel  Schroeder, Pleasant View Lutheran) 

 
Next year (2014-15) the classes will begin in September with the A Series: 

Introduction to New Testament 
Church History:  The First 400 Years 

Practical Ministry I, Lutheran Creeds and Confessions 
Practical Ministry II 

The Daily Christian Life. 
 

For more information on courses or program, check out this link.   
http://www.iksynod.org/Ministries/Diakonia/diakoniamain.html 

 
If you would like to speak with a current student, please contact:  

 
Kim Hiatt through Cross and Crown Lutheran  

(317-849-4500 or kimberlylasalle@comcast.net) 
 

Tom Stempson of Messiah Lutheran  
(317-374-8708 or stempson@att.net) 

 
Karen McCune of Bethlehem Lutheran  

(317-253-7864 or kmccune@iquest.net ) 
 

http://www.iksynod.org/Ministries/Diakonia/diakoniamain.html
../../../../../Kim%20LaSalle/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/PG6V20LM/kimberlylasalle@comcast.net
mailto:stempson@att.net
mailto:kmccune@iquest.net


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Web Updates 
Prayer Palanca 
Just a note to remind you that the prayer charts for the Spring Weekends are live!  
As of the writing of this newsletter, there are more open than full slots. Now is the time 
to find the slot that works best for your schedule, so sign up now! 
You can find the sign ups on our home page: www.inkyvdc.org.  
You can also visit this link directly for the Men’s weekend: 
http://inkyvdc.ivolunteer.com/mensouth_071 
And this link for the Women’s weekend: 
http://inkyvdc.ivolunteer.com/womensouth_072 
This is such a wonderful way to serve the weekends. All you have to do is pray for an 
hour for some of your beautiful brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 
New Address 
We have a new address for donations and it was just posted to our website.  
If the spirit moves you to “pay it forward” you may send checks to: 
INKY VDC 
c/o Ray Smith 
PO Box 7047 
Fishers, IN 46038 
 
*This address is NOT for applications. Pilgrim application fees should still be 
mailed with the application to the pre-weekend chair at: 
INKY VDC Pre-Weekend Chair 
PO Box 413 
Florence, KY  41022 
 

Open Secretariat Positions in 2014 
It seems like months away, but it is just a slow blink away!  
What?  
The annual Secretariat election in November!  
This year we will have the following open positions: Secretary, Pre-weekend, Spiritual 
Director and Palanca. Job descriptions will be included in the next newsletter and a 
more information about the overall function of the Secretariat. 
 
Please continue praying for the present Secretariat. We have much work to do! Also, 
start prayerful consideration of serving on the Secretariat. If your heart is beating a little 
faster or your hands feel a little clammy right now, perhaps the Holy Spirit is nudging 
you in that direction….Listen….. 
And remember, Christ is Counting on You!! 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.inkyvdc.org/
http://inkyvdc.ivolunteer.com/mensouth_071
http://inkyvdc.ivolunteer.com/womensouth_072


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Send-off and Closing 
Don’t forget to support the weekends, teams, and new Pilgrims at Send-off and Closing!  
The Spring weekends are beginning soon! 
Send-off begins at 6:30pm for each of the upcoming weekends. 
Those dates are: 
#71 Men ‘s South – Feb 27th at Camp Lakeview in Seymour, IN 
#72 Women’s South – March 6th at Camp Lakeview in Seymour, IN 
 
Closing begins at 4pm. 
Those dates are: 
#71 Men ‘s South – March 2nd at Camp Lakeview in Seymour, IN 
#72 Women’s South – March 9th at Camp Lakeview in Seymour, IN 
We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

 
 

Saturday Songs 
Saturday Songs, prayer, and fellowship begin at 5:30pm.  
Come prepared to make a joyful noise with your loving Christ-siblings!  
There will be directions at the camp to guide you. 
Join us: 
Saturday, March 1st at Camp Lakeview in Seymour, IN 
Ladies first! Let your love of Christ ring for all to hear! 
Saturday, March 8th at Camp Lakeview in Seymour, IN 
It’s the gents’ turn! Let your voices rise to praise our King! 
 
Remember what it meant to you!  
If you have interest in attending the Saturday Songs and need a ride, please post on the 
VdC Friends FB page. You can now find that link on the home page of our website: 
www.inkyvdc.org.  

http://www.inkyvdc.org/

