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Upcoming  
Weekends 

 

Ultreya South 
Saturday May 16th 
Ascension Lutheran 

Church 
Pr. Paul Hegele 

13725 Shelbyville Road, 
Lousiville, KY 

 
 

Fall Weekends 

Mens #73 North 

Oct 1-4, 2015 

SonRise, Anderson IN. 

Rector: Dave Burris 

 

Womens #74 North 

Oct 8-11, 2015 

SonRise, Anderson IN. 

Rector: Susan Tibbs 

 

Coed #22 South 

Nov 5-8, 2015 

Camp Lakeview, 

Seymour IN. 

TBA 

 

 

 
 
 
Decolores! 
The spring weekend has come and gone. Thank you so much to everyone who 
served these weekends by being on team, helping with meals, hosting meetings, 
supplying palanca, and most of all, lifting everyone with your prayers. Thank you to 
those who attended Saturday Songs and who made it to Send-offs and Closuras.  
In this issue, we will hear surprising news from the Weekend Chair, prepare for 
Ultreya, welcome Babe Chicks! Anyone who would like to contribute to the 
newsletter is very welcome!  
Articles can be emailed to: news4inkyvdc@ymail.com or 
mailto:bobnchere@cinergymetro.net 
 
From all of us to you: 
 

 
 

From Our Weekend Chair 
 

News from the Secretariat 

My name is John London, I attended VDC Co-ed 1 in 2005 with Pastor Sharon as my 

rector, where I sat at the table of Matthew. I currently serve as the weekend chair on 

the secretariat. We just experienced a wonderful North Ultreya in Kokomo at Christ 

Lutheran. Thank you Pastor Sharon for your hospitality and your commitment and 

support for INKY VDC! What a powerful day of celebrating our relationship in 

Christ with the Via De Cristo community. We on the secretariat team meet 

approximately four times annually to plan and strategize on ways to increase the 

impact of Via De Cristo throughout INKY. For many throughout INKY, Via De 

Cristo is merely a 3 day retreat mixed with some annual events such as Serenades and 

Ultreyas, but we on the secretariat wish to dispel that misnomer. Sure, our weekends 

are the highlight of this ministry without a doubt but truly, this ministry is solely 

based on building Christian leaders and disciples for Christ that is meant to be lived 

out during our fourth day walk. The fourth day walk is what Via De Cristo is all 

about! How can we be the heart, hands and feet for Christ in a truly  hurting and sad 

world in which we live? We are to be the light, we are to be salt, we are to be 

ambassadors for Christ and we do that in our fourth day walk. 

For the last few years, we’ve experienced a decrease in our weekend numbers both 

north and south. During our last secretariat meeting, we had discussed possibly 

eliminating weekends due to the low turnout. I was personally disappointed that we 

even broached the topic but there were valid concerns with eliminating weekends so  
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we had to resolve this matter. If the numbers drop even lower this could potentially 

result, God forbid, in our first cancelled weekend. Looking back on past VDC 

weekends,  the numbers were always strong and we always had a secure bank 

account for future weekends.Our current financial status is unstable due to lower 

numbers and that is a concern for holding future weekends. We have estimated that it 

costs approximately $4,000 to $6,000 to hold each weekend. Numbers are not the 

most important factor in whether we hold a weekend or not; but, it could have an 

impact on future weekends if this trend continues. So, where is the good news, where 

is the bright light shining forth, it’s our Lord Jesus. He is in control, He has His hand 

on this ministry. We are His servants and we are His light bearers. In my eyes there is 

no other nimistry that I am aware of that has the impat the VDC can have on our 

walk with Vhrist. I am sure you feel the same way I do. We on secretariat had 

decided that we will keep the normal weekend schedule as is and proceed usiness as 

usual but we all agreed that we all on the secretariat need to do everything in our 

power to increase involvement in INKY VDC. So, what are the next steps to 

accomplish this monumental task set before us? 

Brian and Robin Schwarz have been instrumental with establishing an “infrastructure 

network”, a “circulatory system” a “communications highway”running from 

Northern Indiana down to Kentucky consisting of Regional, Area and Church 

coordinators to assist local area communities throughout INKY to partner and 

fellowship together. We have been blessed to receive commitments from Shawn Hall 

in Louisville to serve as our South Regional Coordinator, Cheryl Inskeep as our 

Central Regional Coordinator, but we still had an opening for the Northern Indiana 

Coordinator position. The Lord placed this coordinator position on my heart nut with 

my chaotic work and personal schedule, I knew that I could NOT do it alone. I would 

need help! So, my awesome reunion brother, Pastor Greg Teegarden, who lives in 

Michigantown (Northern Indiana!) has agreed to partner with me as the North 

Regional Coordination team. W are blessed to have this opportunity to serve, thank 

you Greg for your commitment to VDC! Pastor Greg has a contagious passion for 

VDC that it just makes my heart jump for joy when I hear his enthusiasm. Greg and I 

shared at the Ultreya Saturday of our plans to increase communications throughout 

the Northern Indiana VDC community. We feel that an area rally will be important to 

reconnect each area throughout INKY with VDC.  

 

The North team is planning to hold our first area rally starting in the Ft. Wayne area. 

We are currently seeking a Ftl. Wayne church to hold this short, appropriately 2-hour 

rally on a Saturday morning before the 2015 fall weekends are upon us. If your 

church is interested in holding this inaugural Ft. Wayne area rally, please send an 

email to my VDC address@ jlondon@inkyvdc.org with your interest or call me at 

317-714-7359. We arelooking forward to establishing the location and the date of this 

rally very soon. Our next order of business is our “Reconnect” campaign. This 

reconnect campaign will be comprised of volunteers every member  

Reconnect campaign in your area, in your local community, in your sphere of 

influence. How does it work? 

*Ask God  to lay a person on your hear 

*Contact that person by visiting or picking up a phone 

*Get caught up 

*Offer to pray for the needs of that person and family 

*Encourage them to reconnect with someone God has laid on their heart 
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Just one person at a time, maybe it is just one person a week that you have not spoken 

to in a while. Maybe it’s a team member you served with years ago and times has just 

gotten away from you. Maybe it’s a pilgrim you spent a weekend with that impated 

you walk with Christ. INKY has a powerful group on Fracebook called “VDC 

Friends” I would ask that if you have not joined the group, please when finish this 

newsletter that you go to Facebook and join the group. When you do or if you have 

already joined that group that you then reconnect with jjust one person to start out 

with and then post and share your experience on the VDC Friends page. We want to 

see the page explode with posts of renewed relationships that will surely strengthen 

our relationship with Jesus! Please pray for INKY VDC that we would all come 

together encouraging each other. We look forward to seeing this reconnect ministry 

flourish and help grow our fourth day walk with VDC in the days to come. We will 

be sharing our communication progress at the South Ultreya and in future 

communications. Stay tuned! 

GLYASDI 

John London 

VDC Co-Ed 1—Table of Matthew 

Weekend Chair/Northern Coordination Team member 

 

Babe Chicks from the Spring Weekend 
Welcome to the Babe Chicks: 

 

1. Samantha Browning, St Paul Borchers Seymour, IN  

2. Laura Cox, St. John Lutheran Louisville, KY  

3. Helen Czenkusch, St. Andrews Lutheran Speedway, IN  

4. Holly Thomasson, Hebron Lutheran  Hebron, KY  

5. Alli Vaught, Faith United Church of Christ Louisville, KY  

6. Linda White, Elevate Church Morton, IL  

 
 

From the National Spiritual Director 
Pastor Doug Givan 
 
God loved you first  
  
 
As my mom’s health has slowly declined early in 2014, it has become my job to 
escort her to the car after any family event. My dad, on the other hand, mostly 
prepares to drive away as soon as he can. Because they have 55 years together my 
mom will just roll her eyes and shrug. My mom is also incontinent so Dad spreads 
out a couple of trash bags to cover her car seat. I help her in and give her the 
standard kiss/hug and say “I love you.”  A few months ago she replied to me, “I 
loved you first” and that was her tag line ever since. It was so awesome to hear that 
it floored me! 
 
Long story short, she was placed in a nursing home and last week my family was 
called in for a case conference with their staff. I’ve sat in on many, many case 
conferences but it sure is different when you are on the other side of the table! This 
experience with my mom has changed my thoughts and feelings regarding these 
conferences. I will now feel more deeply for the patient and connect more 



emotionally with the 
family.  The person in 
the bed is not 
identified by their 
room number but 
really by the fact they 
are a person, and 
they have a family 
who loves  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
them deeply. They are with us for only a short time to receive the very best care we 

can manage. 

Once on a tired Sunday afternoon my mom and I were on rocking chairs in front of 
the bird aviary at the nursing home. Fluttering about were over a dozen different 
birds of every rich color of the rainbow! They flew in and out of nests, two lovebirds 
nestled a new baby, and this one ol’ guy full of yellow, and some weight, just sat 
there and stared at us through the black mask around his eyes! This is my mom’s 
favorite spot and I find her here often. 
 
She liked to “doze,” where she is kind of sleeping but also communicates with me. 
I’m used to this because it happens every Sunday when I preach (ha-ha!). So I got 
out my devotional booklet that I use and read her some Bible passages, reflections 
and prayers. Whenever I paused she would say, “That’s right” and agree and we 
kept rocking. She has never attended church nor been a woman of prayer or 
Scripture as far as I know.  A few visits ago she told me that the nursing home had a 
Christian musician come sing hymns. She said he took requests so she raised her 
hand and requested her favorite hymn “Old Rugged Cross.”  I had no idea. 
 
So I told her of God’s love for all of us, of Jesus dying on the cross on Good Friday 
and rising from the dead at Easter. I told her about grace, forgiveness, and that God 
is with us no matter what we are going through. Then I said, without really thinking 
about it, “God loved you first, Mom.”  And she said “That’s right, hmm, hmm that’s 
right.” And we kept rocking. 
 
My mother passed on to Jesus a year ago and let us all remember God loved our 
mother’s first!  I send this to you who are Mom’s right now as a reminder that you 
still have time to tell your kids and grandkids that God loved them first and so do 
you!! 
 
 Happy Mother’s Day! 
 

From the editor: 
Due to a miscommunication between people, this is the first 

edition of INKY VdC Newsletter for this year. I am asking for help from 
the community to aid me in picking up the task of putting together a 
newsletter every month or at least every quarter. To accomplish this task, 
I ask that someone who would like to help write articles or help with 
editing please contact me. My email address is: 



bobnchere@cinerg
ymetro.net or 
news4inkyvdc@ym

ail.com .  You may 

also call 765-698-

4991. 

Rectors, 
please submit a 
rector’s report for 
the community to 
read about your 
impression of your 
weekend. 
Secretariat chairs, 
please submit an 
article concerning 
the work that your 
committee does 
(What is your job 
description, what 
do you do in 
preparation for a 
weekend, what are 
your duties post 
weekend?). 
Everyone else, 
please submit 
articles that you 
would find a help 
to the rest of the 
VdC community! 
To make the 
newsletter 
available to us, we 
must all be 
involved. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When a newsletter becomes available, do you know where to find 

it? It is published on the website. So what do you do with it? Do you print 
it and share it with other members of your church’s VdC community? Will 
you post it on the church bulletin board? Are you making people aware 
that a new newsletter is available on the website? 
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