
Spring Ultreya— 

April 9th is at St. James in Holland 

IN. 

Both Ultreya’s start at 2:00pm, 

fellowship starts at 1:30pm. 

 

 

Exciting times lay ahead for Inky 

VdC.  We ask for your prayers & 

support for the Secretariat and 

new members as we seek God's 

Will for Inky VdC in 2016! 

Ultreya Up North—All are in-

vited 

Please join your VdC Brothers and 

Sisters on February 20, 2016 for 

the North Ultreya.  It is to be held 

at Broadway Christian Church.   

 

Broadway Christian Church,  

910 Broadway 

Fort Wayne, IN 46802 
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Ultreya—Feb 20  
Broadway Christian Church 

Fort Wayne, IN 

 

Spring Weekends 2016 
 

Mens #74 

Rector: Chet Gentry 

Mar 3-6, 2016 

Camp Lakeview, Seymour IN. 

 

Womens #75 

Rector: Debbie Kloos 

Mar 10-13, 2016 

Camp Lakeview, Seymour IN. 

 

Ultreya—Apr 9 

St. James Lutheran 

Holland, IN 

Fall Weekends 2016 

 
Mens #75 

Oct 6-9 

SonRise, Anderson IN 

 

Womens: #76 

Oct 13-16 

SonRise, Anderson IN 

 

Co-ed: #23 

Nov 3-6 

Camp Lakeview, Seymour IN.  

What a blessing it is to have been 

able to experience a Via de 

Cristo weekend.   Having the 
unique opportunity to retreat 

from the commitments of every-

day life for 3 days to spend with 
the Lord.   I remember my week-

end fondly…I took so many notes 
in my pilgrims guide, it looked 

like someone dipped it in blue ink.   

There were so many thoughts 
and feelings I had, I didn’t want 

to forget a thing.  When I look at 

that pilgrims guide, it seems like 

a lifetime ago.  It has been 7 

years since my weekend, and so 
many things in my life have 

changed since then…I have 

changed so much since then. 

Reflecting on how much my life 
has changed since I originally 

went through VdC, I must admit 

that I have been considering a 
renewal weekend.   I have been 

back to serve since my weekend 
and that is a true blessing all its 

own, but the focus is on the 

pilgrims…their discernment and 

their relationship with Christ.   If 
I had another opportunity to 

focus for 3 days on my relation-
ship with the Lord, without the 

distractions of everyday life, 

what would I learn?   What is He 
trying to get me to understand 

that I can’t because of the clut-

ter of the world I live in? 

I would encourage everyone to 
consider a renewal weekend also 

and see if it makes sense for you 

based on where you are on your 
spiritual journey.  Many times the 

disciples retreated from the 
crowds with Jesus to renew 

themselves and spend focused 

time with Him on their jour-
ney...2,000 years later not sure 

why that should change.   I can’t 
think of a better way to do that 

then to do a renewal VdC week-

end.  Hopefully we will see you on 

a coming weekend!  GLYASDI    

Brian Schwarz 

Lay Directory Position Filled. 

 

The Inky VdC Secretariat would like 

to announce the open positions for 

Lay Director 

and Weekend Chairs have been 

graciously accepted by Steve 

Siroky (Lay Director) and Dawn 

Zion (Weekend Chair). 



M e n’s  # 73  

R ect or :  Da vi d  B ur r is  

S onR is e  C a mp ,  An der s on IN  

I was honored to be asked to 

serve as rector for Men’s North 

Weekend # 73.  I will be honest in 
saying that I was hoping to serve 

as Rector for a weekend at Camp 
Lutherhaven in Albion, Indiana.  

My reasoning for this desire was 

that it would be truly north and 
would be more conducive to 

attracting both Team and Pil-
grims from the northern part of 

Indiana.   

However, God had a different 

plan. 

Another reservation that I had 

was that the Fall season is very 

busy for me and my family,  

So my thought was that a Spring 
weekend would work better for 

me. Again, God had a different 

plan. 

Ultimately, I was led to accept 
the call and the journey began.  I 

was truly blessed to have God 

leading me and having Linda 
Karlin guiding me along the way.   

I was also encouraged and sup-
ported by many prayers and 

phone calls from Pastors Doug 

and Greg, and my Head Chapel 

cha. 

I will be the first to admit that I 

am not skilled in sales, so I was 

apprehensive about trying to 
convince twenty eight men to 

give up time, talent and treasure 
to serve on Team.  As usual, I 

was quickly reminded that God 

does not call the equipped, but 
equips the called.  Once the Head 

Team was assembled, it was off 
to the races to call the remain-

der of the team.  There were 

multiple times that I had to be 
reminded that this Team would 

be called on God’s time schedule, 
not mine or the schedule that 

others felt it needed to happen.  I 

gained much reassurance from 
verse 31, chapter 40 of the book 

of Isaiah: but those who hope in 

the Lord will renew their 
strength.  They will soar on 

wings like eagles; they will run 
and not grow weary, they will 

walk and not be faint.  Although it 

got tense as the first team meet-
ing drew near, God did provide a 

spectacular and diversified 

team. 

Once the Team was formed, the 
actual weekend was not some-

thing I worried about.  God had 
provided me with a great Head 

cha, great team and great sup-

port from the community.  My 

biggest source of frustration and 
stress was how effective Satan 

was at throwing things in my life 
that were time consuming.  This 

led to many things being done at 

the last minute, on a minimal 
time frame and on minimal sleep.  

But, God is good and offset the 
negatives with a diverse group of 

men that provided incredible 

Rollos and teamwork.  The week-
end went by in a flash but will 

live on in my memory and hope-
fully in the memory of the Pil-

grims and team.  I honestly be-

lieve that this particular week-
end was for both the Pilgrims 

and for the team.  We had some 

younger team members that 
have no doubt grown in their 

journey in faith and with VdC. 

I was truly blessed by serving as 

Rector and will be forever influ-
enced by the grace that God 

rained down on me through the 
Team’s willingness to be a part 

of weekend #73 as well as all of 

the support from the community. 

Sincerely, David Burris 
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but those who 

hope in the Lord 

will renew their 

strength.  They 

will soar on 

wings like 

eagles; they will 

run and not grow 

weary, they will 

walk and not be 

faint 

Isaiah 40:31 

Be still, and know that I am God; 
    I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth 
        Psalm 46:10 



 

Wo m e n’ s  # 74   

R ect or :  S us a n  Ti bbs  

S onR is e  C a mp ,  An der s on IN  

Like every weekend I have 

served, it is difficult to put into 

words. Jesus was so present 
throughout the weekend that I 

continue to be in awe of his AWE-
someness! We had 18 eager 

Pilgrims that shared joy, laugh-

ter and some tears together. We 
sang joyfully (how could you not 

with Suzy P. leading song?!)    
The entire Team were such 

beautiful servants, truly the 

hands and feet of Jesus. They let 
their light shine! With each Rollo, 

we could see attentive Pilgrims 
taking it all in. Grace freely given. 

Freely received. We were chal-

lenged to look at things differ-
ently, through the eyes of our 

Creator and the big plans He has 

for us.  

Eyes, ears and hearts were open 
this weekend. Let GO. Let GOD. 

Even a Rector can be teachable! 

At closure, gals said they felt 
renewed in their relationship 

with Christ, felt unconditional 
love and clearly felt the prayers 

of the VdC community. The 

learned that an isolated Chris-
tian is a paralyzed Christian. It 

takes a village?! That village, the 
VdC community is here for them, 

with reunion and Ultreya. Paying 

it forward by sponsoring a Pil-
grim, serving Team and Prayer 

Palanca are opportunities for 

them now.  

Rewind back to April, from the 
time of accepting the call to be 

Rector, a theme evolved for the 

weekend that took on a life of its 

own…..Butterflies.  A few months 

ago, I came across a book called 

The Butterfly Effect, How your 
life matters by Andy Andrews, 

who says “You have been cre-
ated in order that you might 

make a difference. You have 

within you the power to change 
the world.”   Several analogies 

began to evolve… 

The book shows several exam-

ples of individuals (names that 
you would not recognized) that 

had a major impact in history as 

we know it, based on their deci-
sions to act. We all have that 

power. The butterfly effect is like 
the ripple effect and we do have 

the power to change the world… 

to be disciples, bringing one 
person at a time to Christ.  The 

butterfly theme ‘soared’ to mean 
so many more concepts – the 

process of transformation (and 

God’s timing since you can’t rush 
a butterfly out of the cocoon – 

that has both timing and pur-
pose) and when it breaks 

through, is a unique creature of 

beauty. Like the butterfly, we 
have wings that lift us up.  As we 

grow in our faith, it is a meta-
morphosis, like the butterfly, 

from child-like faith to a per-

sonal relationship with Christ. In 
God’s timing, with purpose, with 

growth and transformation. 

2 Corinthians 5:17  

Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, the new creation has 

come: The old has gone, the 

new is here! 

 

Once transformed, there is no 

going back (into the cocoon).  

I would be remiss to not mention

- the Serenade attendance blew 
me away! I felt a circle of love 

surrounding these ladies that 

was so powerful. Looking around 
the room and how far so many 

traveled still brings tears to my 

eyes.  

I will close with the closing 

verse/prayer from my rollo.  

Ephesians 3:16-21 

I pray that out of his glorious 

riches he may strengthen you 

with power through his Spirit in 

your inner being, 17 so that 

Christ may dwell your hearts 

through faith. And I pray that 

you, being rooted and estab-

lished in love, 18 may have 

power, together with all the 

Lord’s holy people, to grasp 

how wide and long and high 

and deep is the love of Christ, 

19 and to know this love that 

surpasses knowledge— more 

than all we ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is 

at work within us, to him be 

glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, forever and ever!  

 

AMEN. 

Spread your wings into their full 

and beautiful glory, it’s time to 

soar!  

GOD LOVES YOU ABUNDANTLY 

AND SO DO I. 

Susan Tibbs 
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The butterfly 

effect is like 

the ripple 

effect and 

we do have 

the power to 

change the 

world… to be 

disciples,  

Be joyful in hope, 
    patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer. 
    Romans 12:12 



Coe d  #2 2   

R ect or :  S e a n  R ice  

Ca mp La ke view ,  S e ymour  IN  

To the Indiana/Kentucky Via de 

Cristo community, 

This is my Rector report for the Fall 

INKY VdC Co-Ed #22 weekend. 

My name is Sean Rice I attended 

men’s weekend #60 in 2008 and it 
was my humbled honor to serve this 

community as the Rector for the fall 

Co-Ed weekend at Camp Lakeview in 
Seymour, IN November 5-8 2015.  

My Journey started back in March 
when I received the call to be the 

Rector for the Fall weekend, after a 

few days of prayer and deep discus-
sions with God I decided to talk with 

my wife Julie and we prayed to-
gether and had a few discussions 

with God. I try to live by a philosophy 

to where I try not to say no to 
something unless I have said yes to 

something else. And since it was 
God that was calling He would know 

if I had said yes to anything else. On 

the day of the South Ultreya when I 
was announced as the Rector, the 

journey began with prayer by the 
Past Rectors that were present, and 

since I knew this was a journey I 

could not take alone, I ask Julie to 

join me during the prayers. 

I would like to start off by thanking 
Linda Karlin and the INKY VdC Se-

cretariat for their support and 
prayers during and through the 

entire process. Without Linda I don’t 

know if I could have handled some of 
the stress that popped up from time 

to time. Next would be the INKY 

VdC community because every 

time I would see somebody from 
the greater community they 

always told me they were praying 
for me. And remember that the 

last shall be first and first shall 

be last, well none of this could 
have happened without the help 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  

The best advice I received was in 
a prayer that ask God to stay one 

step ahead of me and for me to 

try not to get ahead of Him. He 
did just that and for once in my 

life I listened. God did some 
amazing things when it came to 

calling each team member and 

replacing a couple of them when 
due to health reasons they had to 

drop off. God called eight Pil-
grims to the weekend, three 

women and five men. Since the 

weekend was a Co-Ed weekend 
the tables were also Co-Ed. On a 

personal note, we were truly 
Blessed to have our Head cha’s 

son as a Pilgrim and I was even 

more humbled by have my young-
est son as a Pilgrim as well. We 

even had a daughter of one of 
our Kitchen cha’s as a Pilgrim.  I 

am so excited that God is using 

the youth of today for His 

future. 

I would like to share a few 

comments from the Pilgrims 
during the weekend that I 

believe the community at 

large should be aware of. 

1. It was very humbling seeing 

the entire weekend covered 
in prayer by the greater 

community. 

2. I can’t believe that people 

came from as far away as 

Ft. Wayne for the serenade. 

3. Is it usually that low of a 

turn out for the closing?  

I only share this because even 

though a Pilgrim may not be 

aware of what is normal and 
what is not, they are still 

aware of what is going on at 

that moment.  

In closing I just want to thank 
God once again for this oppor-

tunity, my wife Julie, for her 

constant love and her support, 
and my reunion brothers, who 

stood beside me before, dur-

ing and since this journey. 

Sean Rice 
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The best 

advice I 

received was 

in a prayer 

that ask God to 

stay one step 

ahead of me 

and for me to 

try not to get 

ahead of Him.  

‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
  and with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.’ 
  
The second is this: 
  ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
There is no commandment greater than these. 
  
Mark 12 verse 30-31 (NIV) 
To the Indiana/Kentucky Via de Cristo community, 



A priest, a minister, and a rabbi 
want to see who’s best at his 

job. So they each go into the 

woods, find a bear, and attempt 

to convert it. 

Later they get together. The 
priest begins: “When I found the 

bear, I read to him from the 
Catechism and sprinkled him 

with holy water. Next week is 

We are often asked, “How much 

does a weekend cost?”   

There is more to this question 

than just the camp and food 
costs.  First, we are required to 

have liability insurance.  Sec-

ondly, there is a fee to use Con-
stant Contact (the software we 

use for email communication).  
There is also a license fee we 

must pay for the right to reprint 

the songbooks and the songs in 
the Pilgrim’s Guides.  We also 

have supplies (medical, pilgrim 

guides, the white Palanca bags, 
Pilgrim crosses, etc.) that are 

provided for each weekend. 

Thus, averaging everything to-

gether, the cost of a weekend is 

about $6,500.00. 

How can you help defray these 

costs?   

One way is to “sponsor” a Pil-

grim or team member…did you 

know that we accept PayPal 
donations?  If you already have a 

PayPal account linked to your 
bank account you can direct a 

one-time payment to webmas-

ter@inkyvdc.org.  You can also 
set up monthly payments thru 

PayPal…$10/month will pay for a 
Pilgrim or team member.  If you 

do not wish to use a bank ac-

count with PayPal, you can also 

use a credit card. 

Another way you can donate 
“free” money to INKY VdC is thru 

the Thrivent Choice Dollar pro-
gram.  For those of you that have 

Thrivent insurance, you can be 

part of this program.  All you 
need to do is direct your Choice 

Dollars to Indiana Kentucky Via 
de Cristo.  Once you join this 

program, Thrivent will let you 

know how much money you have 

available to donate. 

Last but not least, you can al-

ways send a check to us at: 

INKY VdC 
c/o Ray Smith 

PO Box 7047 

Fishers, IN  46038 

Helping defray monetary costs 
does not have to be individual…

what if your reunion group de-

cided to sponsor a few Pilgrims/

team members? 

I look forward to seeing you all 

at the upcoming weekends! 

God’s Peace and Blessings! 

Ray Smith 

A priest and a pastor are 

standing by the side of a road 

holding up  a sign that reads 
“The end is near! Turn around 

now before it’s too late!” 

A passing driver yells, “You 

guys are nuts!” and speeds 
past them. From around the 

curve, they hear screeching 

tires—then a big splash. 

The priest turns to the pastor 
and says, “Do you think we 

should just put up a sign that 

says ‘Bridge Out’ instead?” 

 

 

his First Communion.” 

“I found a bear by the stream,” 
says the minister, “and 

preached God’s holy word. The 
bear was so mesmerized that 

he let me baptize him.” 

They both look down at the 

rabbi, who is lying on a gurney 

in a body cast. “Looking back,” 
he says, “maybe I shouldn’t 

have started with the circumci-

sion.” 
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Short,  Clean, and Funny. . .  

How Much Does  the Week End Cost?  

Helping defray monetary 

costs does not have to 

be individual…what if 

your reunion group 

decided to sponsor a 

few Pilgrims/team 

members? 



Via de Cristo  

The heart and essence of the Via de Cristo is 
to bring Christians to a full awareness of 

what is meant by living the life of Grace, add-

ing new strength and vitality to their Christi-

anity. 

The purpose of the Via De Cristo is to develop 

in Christians a consciousness of their Power 
and Mission to become leaders in Christian 

renewal, and the desire to continue to live 

the life of Grace, personally and together 

with their brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Praises… 

The Secretariat positions are 

filled. 

The Teams are filled 

Casey Inskeep, Cheryl and Bob 

Inskeep’s daughter got married 

to Tim Williams—10/10/15. 

Schwarz is now spelt correctly 

on the web site. 

 

Prayers… 

For Rectors Chet Gentry & Deb-
bie Kloos and their upcoming 

weekend. 

For the VdC Community, spon-

soring Pilgrims. 

For green palanca and food 

donations for the Spring Week-

ends. 

For professors to hear God’s 
guidence as they prepare and 

deliver their Rollos. 

 

Birth Announcements… 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Day… 

Enrique Lima — #47 M—2015 

Joe Haydock — #26 M — 2014 

Myrna Pfalzgraf — #65 W —2016 

 

Prayers  & Praises  

INKY Via de Cristo 

De Colores! 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 

INKYVDC.ORG 

Steve Siroky Lay Director 

Debbie Kloos Secretary 

Pastor David 

Darling 

Spiritual Director 

John London Outreach Chair 

Barb Ankenmen Palanca Chair 

Linda Karlin Leaders Chair 

Brian & Robin 

Schwarz 

PostWeekend Chair 

Bob Karlin PreWeekend Chair 

Ray Smith Treasurer Chair 

Dawn Zion Weekend Chair 

Bob & Cheryl 

Inskeep 

Communications 

Chair 

Please email anything you would like to share with the VdC Community to inkynews@inkyvdc.org.  
Examples are Prayers, Praises, Births, Those that have passed on to the their 5th Day with our Lord.   
 
If you have urgent prayer request please email the Communications Chair, Bob and Cheryl Inskeep at 
communications@inkyvdc.org . If you wish to include your phone number, it will remain confidential. 
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